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NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


iS 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y. 


*“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 


An all-year-round gift for all occasions 
Gift package containing: 


(1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white finish with gold- 
plated trimmings; bearing image of Infant of Prague and 
inscription: ‘‘The more you honor Me, the more I will bless 
you.” (2) 64-page booklet, with history of the devotion, 
accounts of many favors and numerous prayers. (3) White 
plastic 2-way torpedo pencil holder with pencil. (4) Artis- 
tic medal, mounted on card. (5) Picture and leaflets. 
$1.50 prepaid. Place your orders early to ensure timely 
delivery. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adora:.on, Clyde, Mo. 


HELP WANTED: A general utility man in the line of construc- 
tion work, plastering, painting, repairing, general maintenance, 
etc. Single man preferred. Comfortable living quarters pro- 
vided on the premises; also good meals and laundry service. 
Please furnish references. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Special Premium for NEW and RENEWAL 
Subscriptions 
As promised in our March issue, we will continue to give a highly- 
indulgenced Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict as a premium for each 
NEW and RENEWAL subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
sent to us during April. Those who use this medal with faith in the 
merits and intercession of St. Benedict may expect special favors. A 
leaflet explaining the use and benefits of the medal will accompany 


each one. 








@hrough the infinite mercy and goodness of God, the Sacrifice 
of Christ on the Cross is daily renewed in an’ unbloody manner on 
countless altars of the Church, giving infinite praise, thanks and 
reparation to the Holy Grinity and applying its fruits to mankind. 
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The School of the Passion 


¢ URING the time of Lent, meditation on the sufferings 
and Death of our Divine Savior ought to form a prin- 
cipal part of our devotions. But this is particularly 
so during the last two weeks, the season called Passion- 
tide. which starts with Passion Sunday (March 30 
this year). in which we annually celebrate the mem- 
ory of Our Lord’s Passion and Death. Holy Mother 
Church can at no time forget the sufferings and Death 
of her heavenly Spouse; but at this time particularly she urges her 
children to make their Crucified Savior the great object of their devo- 
tion. His Passion is the ever-flowing source of all mercy, grace, and 
salvation to us; all our good must be derived from His Cross. There- 
fore, the more closely we approach to Jesus in His sufferings, and the 
nearer we station ourselves to His Cross, by pious reflections on His 
Passion, the more plentifully we shall partake of the mercy and grace 
which flow continually from those fountains of life — His precious 
Wounds. The great design of Lent is that sinners should now return 
to God and seek pardon and mercy; and what better means can we 
have for this than to approach the throne of God’s mercy —the Cross, 
whereon our Savior shed His Precious Blood for our salvation? 

The consideration of the Passion of Christ is the sovereign means 
of all good to souls. As the Israelites who were bitten by the fiery 
serpents sent among them to punish them for their sins, were healed 
by looking upon the brazen serpent erected by Moses in the desert at 
God’s command, and so rescued from temporal death, so the contempla- 
tion of Christ Crucified (prefigured by the serpent) is the great means 
of healing Christian souls from the bites of the infernal serpent, and 
of delivering them from everlasting death. 

Every sinner who looks for mercy must return to God by faith, 
hope, love, and repentance. Now, in meditating on the Passion of 
Christ we contemplate the great object of our faith, the principal ground 
of our hope, the most pressing motive for Divine love, and the strongest 
and most effectual inducement to repentance for our sins. 

Belief in Christ Crucified is a fundamental article of our Catholic 
Faith, and has a greater influence on our justification than all other 
articles of faith. Therefore, devotion to the Passion of Christ is the 
shortest way to arrive at justifying faith. 

Meditation upon Christ Crucified has no less an influence on our 
hope, for while it sets before our eyes God’s unspeakable love in giving 
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His only Son for our redemption, it shows us by inference what weighty 
grounds we have for expecting all good through Him. In the Blood of 
His Son, God has given us a sure pledge of all mercy, grace, and 
salvation. What, then, may not we poor sinners hope for from such 
and so great a Redeemer, if we apply to His sacred Passion by daily 
meditation, and offer up our humble supplications to His Father, 
through Him and His infinite merits, and the more so, if we do this 
at Holy Mass, the mystical renewal of His Passion and Death? 


Moreover, as nothing contributes so effectually to our justifica- 
tion and sanctification as the love of God, so nothing contributes more 
effectually to ex- 
cite this love in 
our souls. than 
devotion to the 
Passion of Christ, 
for there we most 
clearly discover 
the incomprehen- 
sible goodness of 
God and the in- 
exhaustible treas- 
ures of His Di- 
vine love for us. 
This contempla- 
tion excites in us 
a desire of re- 
turning love for 
love, life for life. 
It attracts us, like 
Magdalen, to the 
feet of our Cruci- 
fied Savior, with 
an earnest desire 
to wash them with 
penitential tears 





flowing from and 
enlivened by Di- 
vine love. It makes us grieve for having shown so little appreciation 
of His goodness and love in the past; it makes us lament the share our 
sins have had in nailing Jesus to the Cross; it impels us to offer our 
hearts to Him, in order to make Him amends as best we can by loving 
Him henceforward with greater fervor and fidelity. Thus devotion 
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to the Passion of Christ awakens in us that penitential love to which 
Our Lord attributes the remission of sins, when He says of Mary 
Magdalen: “Her sins, many as they are, shall be forgiven her, because 
she has loved much” (Luke 7:47). 

Devotion to the Passion of Christ brings with it also other great 
advantages, in that it teaches us many excellent lessons for regulating 
our lives according to His blessed example. The Son of God came 
down from heaven, not only to pay our ransom by shedding His Blood 
for us, but also to be for us a perfect Model of all virtues, so that the 
image of God in man, which had been disfigured by sin, might be 
repaired and restored according to this perfect Model. 

Although the whole life of Christ was full of admirable examples 
of all the virtues, they shine forth with particular splendor in His 
sacred Passion, in which He has concentrated, as it were, all the great 
lessons of virtue He taught in His life, both by words and works. So 
the Passion of Christ is the great school the Christian must attend, 
by devout meditation, if he desires to learn the virtues of His Redeemer, 
and seek to reproduce them in his own life. 


The lessons which Christ more particularly wishes to teach us in 
His Passion are obedience and humility. “He humbled Himself,” says 
St. Paul, “becoming obedient to death, even to death on a cross” 
(Phil. 2:8). Adam fell from God by disobedience; to gratify himself 
he broke the law of God, and so entailed both sin and death upon all 
his descendants. By the obedience of the second Adam, Jesus Christ, 
we are delivered from sin and death, but on condition that we imitate 
His obedience by observing the commandments of God and being 
willing to die rather than transgress His holy law. This is true Chris- 
tian obedience, and we must learn its practice at the foot of the Cross. 


In His Passion, Our Lord has given us, furthermore, a wonderful 
lesson in humility. See how He humbled Himself, under the curse of 
our sins, in His agony in the garden, and again under those ignominious 
and infamous torments of scourging at the pillar, crowning with thorns, 
and carrying the Cross, suffering in silence all manner of calumnies, 
affronts and disgraces; and finally, how He humbled Himself in being 
crucified between two thieves and in dying the most disgraceful death 
on the Cross. And this humility is all the more astounding when we 
remember that He who thus humbles Himself and makes Himself mean 
and contemptible for our sake is the Son of the Most High God. He 
abases Himself in order to teach us humility —a lesson so necessary 
that without it we can never please God nor hope to reach heaven. 

In the Passion of Christ, His meekness is no less admirable than 
His humility. These are the two special virtues of His Sacred Heart 
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which He Himself proposes for our imitation: “Learn of Me, for I am 
meek and humble of Heart” (Matt. 11:29). Nowhere in the life of 
Christ did this virtue of meekness show forth more strikingly than 
amid the affronts and injuries of His Passion. Isaias, speaking in 
prophecy of the suffering Savior, said of Him: “He was led as a sheep 
to the slaughter, and as a lamb before his shearer He opened not His 
mouth” (Isa. 53:7). Let us learn from the behavior of Our Lord in 
His sufferings to suppress the risings of our anger and pride, and to 
imitate His meekness and silence. Far from making us weak and 
spineless, this virtue will make us noble and strong. forgiving injuries 
for love of Christ and repaying them with kindness and forbearance. 


Devotion to the Passion of Christ is also a great means of teaching 
us Christian patience under all the crosses and sufferings which afflict 
us in life. We cannot live without crosses, for it is through them we 
are to merit our eternal reward. “You have need of patience,” St. 
Paul tells us, “that, doing the will of God, you may receive the promise” 
(Heb. 10:36). As no one has ever reached heaven but by the way of 
the cross, so no one can attain this goal without patience. Patience both 
sweetens and sanctifies all our sufferings. Now, this all-necessary vir- 
tue of patience is best learned in the school of the Passion of Christ, 
by the consideration of the multitude and variety of His sufferings, and 
the manner in which He endured all for love of us. How shall a sinner 
(and we are all such) presume to complain, or think much of the 
sufferings and afflictions he has to bear, when by a serious meditation 
he sets before his eyes the far greater sufferings of the innocent Lamb 
of God, endured with unwearied patience for our sins? 

There are many other lessons of virtue to be learned in the school 
of the Passion, such as charity for our enemies, in considering the 
Son of God praying for those who reviled and tortured Him, and dying 
for His enemies; or perfect resignation and conformity to the will of 
God, after Our Lord’s example when He prayed in His agony. “Not 
My will but Thine be done.” Again, we may learn the spirit of mortifi- 
cation and self-denial by seeing how Our Lord allows Himself no ease 
or comfort in His sufferings, but makes choice of what is hardest and 
most disagreeable to natural inclinations. 

May Jesus, the Divine Master, teach us the virtues of His Passion 
and graht us the grace to practice them, after His example and for His 
love, so that His image may become ever more perfect in our souls 
until we are in truth “other Christs,” as our name of Christian implies. 
Then the Lent of our earthly life will culminate as did the life of Christ, 
in a glorious resurrection to a life of eternal happiness, and we shall 
celebrate with Him an eternal Easter in the kingdom of His glory. 
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SY% A Pledge of Future Glor 
Ney Pledg F Y 
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OLY Thursday, the day on which Mother Church com- 
memorates the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, 
the Sacrament of Love, is not only a day of great joy, 
but also a day of immense significance. The Holy 
Eucharist is the Sacrament of Remembrance, the 
Memorial of the Passion and of the abiding Presence 
of Jesus with us. It is the Bread of Life, the Fountain 

of all spiritual blessings. It is also the Pledge of our future glory in 

heaven. Perhaps of all the aspects of the Blessed Sacrament, this last 
is one which is least often considered. It is most fitting to dwell upon 
it at this season of the year when we celebrate the Resurrection of 

Our Lord and His entrance into glory, and when we most naturally 

turn our thoughts to our own future resurrection and the eternal glory 

that awaits all who truly seek the kingdom of God and His justice. 





The Blessed Trinity’s Pledge of Eternal Glory 


HE Blessed Sacrament is a sign and pledge of the glory promised 

us, for the reason that it contains the most precious and loved 
thing that God possesses — a thing that is of infinite value, equal to the 
very glory God promised us: thus indeed, when men want to afford 
security for the payment of a debt they contract, or for the fulfilment 
of an offer or promise they make, they give as a sign and in pledge 
some jewel or some other object precious and dear to them, and which 
equals or surpasses in value what they will have to give later on. Let 
us consider, then, how this pledge is given by the three Divine Persons. 

First, the Eternal Father could not give us a more precious and 
dear pledge than His Son, who is as infinite as Himself, as in ancient 
times the kings and princes when they concluded peace or an armistice, 
or contracted a debt, would give as a pledge and hostage for their 
faithfulness their eldest son, their lawful heir and successor. And 
since, in this Sacrament, God the Father gives us as a pledge“of glory 
His only-begotten Son, who is the best He could give, He gives Him 
as the pledge not only of the glory, but likewise of the other-things 
He has promised us; and their bestowal is as certain on the part of 
God, as if He had already bestowed them on us, according to the 
words of St. Paul: “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how hath He not also with Him given us all things?” 
(Rom. 8:32.) It is as if He had said: “He that has given me His 
Son to be my Redeemer and the Food and Nourishment of my soul, 
will He refuse me His grace and glory and all the things He has prom- 
ised me? I am as sure that He will give them to me, so far as this 
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depends on Him, as if He had already given them to me, for in that 
great Gift are included all other gifts He will confer upon me.” 


Second, the Son of God, our Savior, could not give us a better 
pledge than Himself, hidden in this Sacrament, for in Him are con- 
tained all our titles to salvation. This is like the case of one who 
promises a large estate which he will inherit, or has inherited, from 
his father, by right of primogeniture, for being the eldest son, and, as 
a pledge, gives the written document on which his privilege is founded. 
Indeed the Lord who is in this Sacrament is our elder Brother, the 
eldest Son of the Eternal Father and Heir of His heaven. As St. Paul 
says, He made Himself a man in order to save those who were pre- 
destined for glory, and through Him have to obtain the end of 
their predestination; and at the price of His Blood He purchased heaven 
for us and opened its gates, that we might enter heaven by the use 
of the means He offers us for this purpose. If all this is contained in 
this Sacrament, what better pledge could He have given us of the heaven 
which He has gained for us and promised us? 

Finally, the Father and the Son can give us no better invisible 
pledge of eternal glory than the Holy Ghost, of whom St. Paul says 
that He is “the pledge of our (heavenly) inheritance” (Eph. 1:14). 
This pledge, according to another phrase of St. Paul’s, “this pledge of 
the Spirit” — Christ “gives in our hearts” (2 Cor. 1:22) as security 
for the fulfilment of all His promises: for this He came into the world, 
and for this He comes also in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

In this Sacrament, therefore, we receive two pledges of glory, two 
pledges which are the surest there can be: the one visible, namely, a 
“sacrament” in which there is Christ, true God and true Man; the 
other invisible, namely, the Holy Ghost, who is given to us through 
the same Sacrament. 


The Eucharist Is a Most Efficacious Means of Obtaining 
Life Everlasting 


The Most Blessed Sacrament is also a pledge of the promised 
glory inasmuch as it is a most efficacious and powerful means of obtain- 
ing that glory, because there can be no surer security for the attainment 
of an end than the most efficacious means of obtaining ‘it. 

To attain eternal glory the following things are necessary: forgive- 
ness of the sins committed in the past, preservation from sin in the 
future, maintenance of the grace received, and perseverance in it until 
death. In all these things, the Blessed Sacrament, through the presence 
of Christ our Lord, is foremost: (a) Baptism and Penance forgive sins, 
but this Sacrament confirms that pardon, because the very King that 
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forgives us admits us to His table in sign of His pardon. (b) It pre- 
serves us from sin, because it bridles the passions of the flesh, gives 
strength against the temptations of the devil and equips us against the 
dangers of the world. (c) Moreover, it sustains the life of grace as 
ordinary food sustains the life of the body and it does this so effectively 
that it is able to conserve until life everlasting the increase it gives. 

All this is grounded on the promises of Christ our Lord, who said: 
“This is the Bread which cometh down from heaven; that if a man eat 
of it, he may not die. I am the living Bread which came down from 
heaven. If any man eat of this Bread he shall live forever... and he 
that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, hath everlasting life, 
and | will raise Him up in the last day” (John 6:50-55). By these 
words Our Lord assures us that this Divine Bread, as has been said 
above, frees us from all that is contrary to eternal life, by its heavenly 
power. It frees us, indeed, from the first death of the soul, which is 
mortal sin, and from the second death (Apoc. 21:8), which is condem- 
nation, and in due time will free us from the death of the body on the 
day of resurrection. On the other hand, it imparts to us all that is 
eternal life, for it increases in us, and (under certain circumstances) 
gives us the life of grace and conserves it until the end; it will also 
give us the life of glory with its joys for the soul, and at the end of 
the world, the enjoyment of the life of glory by the body. 


We have pledges of all this in the Most Holy Sacrament, for it 
has the power for all of it, and imparts strength to the one who partakes 
of it with due reverence and frequency. 

But this pledge has still another marvelous effect: by its presence 
it causes in us something that is a part of eternal life, for it has its 
root and source, and therefore, is permanently united to it and makes 
it so that eternal life cannot be refused to one who possesses it. It is 
the union with our Lord Jesus Christ by grace and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, which is the fountain of living water that springs up 
into life everlasting (John 4:14). Hence, as St. Thomas remarks, 
it is not only a pledge but an “earnest,” because pledges are given to 
remain in the possession of their receivers only until the debt is paid 
and then terminate, while earnests (first fruits) are permanent gifts; 
and therefore, by its increasing our faith and hope, the Sacrament of 
the Altar is but a pledge of glory — a pledge for the time of our earthly 
life; but the union with Christ, which takes place in this Sacrament, and 
the Holy Ghost given us in this union of love, are earnests of glory 
that will be ours, eternally, unless we renounce them through mortal 
sin. “Charity neyer falleth away” (1 Cor. 13:8), and the Holy Spirit 
abides with us forever (John 14:16). 
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Further Reasons for Considering the Eucharist a Pledge of 
Eternal Glory 


Moreover, this Sacrament is a pledge of glory inasmuch as it is 
a most excellent Banquet at which God gives us the same to eat and 
drink as He gives in glory, though now veiled in darkness, and adapted 
to our state of pilgrimage to the next life. Regarding this — all the 
blessed in heaven sit at Christ’s table, as He promised His Apostles. 
There He offers them a most magnificent banquet, the food of which is 
His very Divinity united to His Humanity; they see it clearly and all 
their desires are satisfied in it; they are inebriated with the wine of the 
Beatific Vision and drink from the immense stream of its heavenly 
delights. And during that banquet the same Lord Jesus, as He says 
in St. Luke’s Gospel (12:37), “girds Himself, and... will minister 
unto them.” He ministers unto them, because He Himself gives them 
this reward of justice: but He girds Himself, inasmuch as He is so in- 
finite that no one can comprehend or see Him more than in a measure, 
that is, as it were, “girt” —limited and adjusted to his merits. 

Now the same infinite God who serves that banquet in heaven, 
remembering His children living on earth, girds Himself much more 
at the Eucharistic Banquet, where He covers Himself entirely — His 
Divinity and Humanity — under the small and narrow species of bread 
and wine, in order that there, with the eyes of faith, we may see Him 
present, and that, received by us in Holy Communion, He may also fill 
our desires as much as they can be filled here below; inebriate us, too, 
with the wine of His love, and give us to taste of His delights. And 
He gives us all that as a pledge, in expectation of what He will give 
us later on in full possession. For this shall we not offer Him acts 
of immense gratitude, and of sincere and ardent desires to gird, mortify 
and humiliate ourselves in the service of Him who girds Himself so 
much to feast us? 

In this spirit we shall animate ourselves to live a celestial life, 
in order to be worthy of this Banquet in which is given us the very 
Food of heaven. For this reason, indeed, in the Pater Noster, Christ 
first commanded us to say: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven,” and then told us to ask for this daily and super-substantial 
Bread, thereby signifying that anyone who wants to eat Him worthily 
must strive after heavenly cleanliness of soul, by accomplishing here 
below whatever God commands as it is accomplished in heaven. 

Finally, we shall conclude that this Sacrament, just because it is 
a pledge of heavenly glory and the beginning of the heavenly Banquet, 
is “Viaticum” — provisions for a journey — for the passage from this 
life to the next. In danger of death it must be received with great faith 











a 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 363 


and confidence. because, just as Elias, in the strength of the bread 
given him by an angel, walked unto the mount of God, Horeb, so shall 
we, in the strength of this heavenly Bread, safely achieve our journey 
unto the mount of glory. And in order to receive it then with greater 
profit, it will be very useful to accustom ourselves, each time we receive 
Holy Communion. to do it in the same spirit as if it were our Viaticum, 
imagining that this Communion will be perhaps the last of our life. 
Thus we shall follow the Wise Man’s advice in the Book of Proverbs: 
“When thou shalt sit to eat with a prince. . .put a knife to thy throat” 
(Prov. 23:1,2). that is, eat like one who already has a knife at his throat 
and is about to die. This is one of the reasons why Christ instituted this 
Sacrament on the night before His death: thereby He gave us to under- 
stand that this Food gives strength to suffer and die and to pass from 
this life to eternal life. 





Taken from the book “God's Friendship,” which is drawn from the 
writings of the Ven. Luis de La Puente, S.J., a celebrated Spanish master of 
asceticism of the 17th century. This chapter is giyen here with the kind per- 
mission of the translator, the Rev. John M. Thill, and the publisher — Bruce 
& Company, Milwaukee, Wis. The book may be purchased from the publisher 
at the price of $3.50. 


The Vestibule of Heaven 
he 


HEN the Sacrifice of Calvary was consummated and Jesus 
had won His battle with the legions of hell, the nails 
were removed from His hands and feet, and His lifeless 
Body was laid away in a sepulchre. This was sealed 
with a large boulder and for three days this tomb was 

the home of His Flesh. But His Soul, now separated from His Body, 
yet remaining in constant union with His Godhead, descended into the 
“Limbo of the Fathers,” to announce the tidings of Redemption and 
the opening of the portals of heaven. Here He was awaited by all 
those souls who, from the time of Adam’s sin had been liberated, 
through faith in the promised Redeemer and His merits, from original 
sin, died in the state of grace, and had been cleansed of any stains re- 
maining from their actual sins in the fires of purgatory, and now dwelt 
in expectation of the Redemption, which would at last admit them into 
heaven and the glory of the Beatific Vision. 


Our Lord in His parable of Lazarus and Dives called this place 
“Abraham’s Bosom,” (Luke 16:23). Both St. Peter and St. Paul 
refer to it in the following texts of Scripture: “Put to death indeed 
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in the Flesh, He (Christ) was brought to life in the spirit, in which also 
He went and preached to those spirits that were in prison” (1 Pet. 3:19). 
“The way into the Holies (heaven) was not yet thrown open while the 
first tabernacle (the Old Testament) was still standing” (Heb. 9:8). 
Where Limbo was located is not known, but the word comes from the 
Latin, limbus, meaning “border” or “confines.” The word came to be 
used by theologians owing to an ancient belief which placed the abode 
of the just souls awaiting Christ’s Redemption on the borders of hell. 
The Apostles’ Creed expresses this teaching in the words “He descended 
into hell.” The speculation that revolved around its location led to no 
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certain conclusions. - But we know that Limbo still exists as a place of 
natural happiness, where: the immortal souls of those who die without 
having received sanctifying grace through baptism of some kind, but 
yet without serious personal guilt, go after death. St. Thomas teaches 
that this Limbo is not just a negative state of freedom from suffering, 
but a state of “positive happiness in which the soul is united to God 
by a knowledge and love of Him proportionate to the capacity of its 
nature.” 

Throughout the centuries preceding Christ’s time, the multitudes 
of the souls in the “Limbo of the Fathers” had been as exiles, waiting 
with indescribable longing for the hour of Redemption, when God’s 
justice would be fully satisfied and the barriers of heaven, which 
original sin had erected, would be broken down by Christ’s expiation 
on the Cross. We on earth cannot comprehend what must have been 
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their hungering and yearning, which seemed to increase moment by 
moment, and was never for a single instant forgotten, for their lan- 
guishing was increased by the long deferment of their release and the 
fact that they had no knowledge when that exile would end. 

In contrast, we can imagine, in a slight degree, what must have 
been the joy of their welcome when Jesus came to their prison of 
waiting to announce that at last the expiation required by His Father 
had been accomplished, and that in a short time they could leave that 
place of banishment and enter with Him into the eternal joys of heaven. 


The Limbo of the Fathers has its counterpart, in our day, in 
purgatory. The same trial of waiting in expectation of the Beatific 
Vision and joys of heaven is a cause of great suffering to the souls in 
purgatory. Not to be able to possess the infinite treasure for which 
they were created, not to attain the enjoyment of God, their Last End, 
not to be allowed to enter heaven which the Blood of Christ has pur- 
chased for them, and all through their own fault, is a severe suffering, 
though only a temporary one. But the pain of waiting is further in- 
creased, as it was for the souls in Limbo, because they do not know 
how long their purgation may yet be. 

Purgatory is rightly termed the “vestibule of heaven,” “the waiting 
room” of the holy souls, and their state is truly pitiful. They cannot 
shorten the days of suffering or hasten the day of deliverance, but 
it is within our power to do this. We can, by our prayers and good 
works, give these beloved friends of God some relief, diminish their 
pains, and hasten their deliverance. 

It is easy to see that there is only one favor that the poor suffering 
souls in purgatory would ask of us: to aid them in shortening their 
sufferings. Every second, every moment of delay, is a prolongation 
of suffering, and that is the reason they cry out to us so entreatingly, 
“Have pity on me, have pity on me, at least you, my friends!” 


99 66 


There is no place where the hand of death does not touch; whether 
it be the royal palace or the humble home, sorrow and bereavement 
will some time be felt there. Many of our readers have seen this 
sorrowful hour come to a member of their family. It may have been 
the loss of a dear father or mother, a beloved wife, a dear brother or 
sister, or a darling child. It will come to all some day. As death takes 
its toll from your household, it is not fitting to sit idly by mourning 
your loss. Consider the dear departed, and be their ardent intercessor 
by the various means at your disposal. Surely, the pressing motive 
of love and piety will urge every Catholic to be mindful of the departed, 
whether they be their own dear relatives or their “brothers and sisters 
in Jesus,” all of whom, like ourselves, call God “Our Father!” 














os 
~ ENT with its penitential restrictions is over. The thrill- 
ing days of Holy Week are sacred memories. Faster 
, Sunday, with its happy Alleluias and warm message of 
Peace, fills our hearts to overflowing with deep spiritual 
joy, and it should be so. Easter meant joy to our 
Savior, and the hearts of all who understand the real meaning of Easter 
share in His jubilation, rejoicing in the fruits of His victory. 

Who can describe the heavenly peace and joy that filled Christ’s 
soul as He rose triumphantly from the tomb on Easter Sunday? The 
Resurrection is the crowning glory of Our Lord’s work on earth, the 
completion of the Redemption, the beginning of His glorious life! 
The work for which He came on earth is done! The thirty-three years 
have been one long song of sacrificial love, a living martyrdom cul- 
minating in the horrors of Good Friday, in the supreme sacrifice of 
Himself on the Cross. But now all is over! Nothing remains of that 
dreadful tragedy but the scars of man’s malice and the memory of an 
all-consuming Love. Yes, all is past! The treason of Judas; the 
shameful denial of Peter, the flight of the Apostles; the false accusa- 
tions, the scourging, the crowning with thorns; the way of the Cross; 
the awful Crucifixion! “Christ, rising again from the dead, dies now 
no more. Death shall have no more dominion over Him!” 

Christ now enters as King upon the glory that is due Him as the 
Son of God and the Savior of the world. Behold Him, as He comes 
forth from the grave, radiant with immortal beauty. His Body vi- 
brates with new life and energy; every nerve tingles with joy. His 
five Wounds shine forth like diamonds in His glorified Flesh. His 
Soul, on Calvary steeped in darkness and desolation, is now flooded 
with Divine light. His Sacred Heart, stilled on Good Friday and opened 
by the lance, is beating again in love for us, and will continue this 
Divine pulsation for all eternity! 
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The New Paradise 


Christ is IMMORTAL! Everything about Him, and everything that 
is united to Him, is also immortal. His Doctrine, His CHurcn, His 
Evect! All His foes are defeated. Sin has been atoned for; Satan has 
been crushed; and death has lost its dreadful sting. All possessions 
and blessings have been recovered; God’s plans have been restored! 
The earth has witnessed a NEW CREATION. Christ has established a 
new Parapise on earth — His saving CHURCH, in which He has placed 
the beacon light of TRUTH to guide men safely home. He has planted 
a new TREE OF LiFe, from whose sacramental fruit men might receive 
fresh strength and courage. He has reopened the portals of heaven, 
and from the ramparts of those heavenly mansions He calls to us to 
follow Him to eternal bliss. 

Yes, we have every reason to be glad at Easter time. It marks 
Christ’s greatest triumph and our own exaltation. /t is a season of 
joyous hope to all Christians! 


The Message of Easter 


For us, Easter has a happy message. It means Redemption and 
Life! It means the fulfilment of Christ’s words: “I am come that you 
may have LIFE, and that you may have it more abundantly!” 

Now. the possession of life means two things: the absence of 
disease. and the fulness of vitality. Jesus brought us both these bless- 
ings. By His Passion and Death He took away sin, that evil poison 
that robbed us of spiritual life and weakened our whole moral structure. 
Jesus took our sins upon Himself, carried the intolerable burden to 
Calvary, and there with His own Sacred Blood wiped away the decree 
of guilt against the human race. 

But He did still more! He not only atoned for sin and cleansed 
us from this deadly poison, He also restored spiritual life to our souls. 
On Easter Sunday night He bestowed upon mankind the first precious 
fruit of His Passion. He suddenly appeared to the frightened Apostles 
in the Upper Room and greeted them with the grace-laden words: 
“Pax vobis — PEACE BE TO you!” 

Peace is Heaven’s concentrated blessing. It contains every good 
that man can wish for. It means the fulfilment of his desires, the tran- 
quility of order in man’s whole being here, and perfect bliss hereafter. 
But Jesus not only wished peace to His followers — HE BESTOWED IT 
UPON THEM and made them the bearers of this heavenly gift to the 
world. He gave His Apostles and their successors the Divine power of 
forgiving sin, thus removing the principal cause of disorder from the 
human heart. How heartening are those memorable words spoken on 
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that first Easter evening: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you 
shall forgive, they are forgiven!” 


Our New Life 


But life means much more than the absence of moral guilt. It 
means the possession of Divine vitality. This gift of sanctifying grace, of 
supernatural life of the soul, we also owe to our Risen Savior. Through 
Baptism we have received a gift far above human nature. We have 
been incorporated into the Mystical Body of Christ, have been made 
partakers of the Divine Nature, have become adopted children of God, 
brothers and sisters of Christ, heirs of heaven! What marvelous gen- 
erosity on the part of God! We are no longer children of wrath, help- 
less slaves of the devil. We are now free — free with the freedom of 
Christ Himself. 

This new life in Christ has a supernatural goal. Sanctifying grace 
is the seed of eternal glory! This vital germ is to blossom forth at 
death into a new and glorious life of the soul, which after the resurrec- 
tion will transfigure and glorify even our bodily life. We have become 
partakers of the Divine Nature! Just as an electric current takes com- 
plete possession of an ordinary wire and imparts to it wondrous powers 
without robbing it of its own individual nature, so sanctifying grace 
makes us partake of God’s sanctity and diffuses a living, Divine power 
through our soul without changing its nature. While remaining human, 
we glow with Divine life. 

Risen with Christ 

That is God’s plan of Redemption! He has done everything to 
make us happy. He has created us; He has redeemed us! The rest 
is up to us. We must co-operate with His grace. This, then, should 
be our Easter resolution — to FOLLOW JESUS FAITHFULLY TO THE END. 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday belong together. The one is the 
prelude to the other. The Via Dolorosa with its Cross and Crucifixion 
leads to a GLORIOUS RESURRECTION. The Cross, if borne courageously, 
becomes a shining banner of success. “// you be risen with Christ, 
seek the things that are above” (Col. 3:1). What a practical motto for 
this Easter season! Let us then rise with Christ to a new, vibrant 
spiritual life! We must come out of the dark grave of fear and anxiety; 
we must remove the rock of pride and sensuality that holds us captive; 
we must break loose from the shroud of petty selfishness. of scruples 
and distrust, and come out into the radiant sunshine of God’s love. 
Fixing our eyes on our transfigured Master, from now on we shall 
seek only Him and the THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE! 









































Holy Communion during Paschal Time 
fees ah 

OLy Mass is the one true Sacrifice, of which the sacrifices of 

the Old Law were but figures. This Sacrifice was expected 

by mankind for four thousand years. It was during the week 

of the Passion that it was first offered up. It is now mys- 
teriously renewed each day upon our Catholic altars. No greater glory 
can be given to God than the celebration of this Sacrifice, wherein God 

Himself is the Victim. At the same time, nothing can be more advan- 
tageous to man than to partake of this Divine Victim —to become 
himself this Victim by incorporating Him with himself in Holy Com- 
munion. Thereby is realized that wonderful promise of our Redeemer, 
“He that eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood abides in Me, and I in 
him.” 

It is by the immolation of our Redeemer on the Cross that the 
Flesh of this Lamb of God has become truly our Food and His Blood 
truly our Drink. By the mysteries of His incarnation and birth, we have 
Him as our Brother. His Passion and Death have made Him our Savior 
and our Food. Thus is realized that figurative sacrifice which God 
prescribed to His people through Moses, and in which the victim, after 
being immolated, was to be eaten by the priest who offered it and the 
person in whose name it was offered. 

St. Paul speaks thus to the Corinthians, “As often as you eat 
this Bread and drink this Chalice, you show the Death of the Lord, 
until He comes” (11:26). There is, therefore, a close relation between 
Holy Communion and our Savior’s Passion. It is on this account that 
we celebrate during Passion time the institution of the Holy Eucharist 
and the Sacrifice of the Lamb, our Redeemer. The two anniversaries 
come close to each other — on Holy Thursday and Good Friday. Jesus 
desired with so ardent a desire to eat the last Pasch with His disciples 
because He had something infinitely grander to give them, the True 
Lamb whose Blood imparts remission of sins and opens the gate of 
heaven. He: immolated Himself on the table of the Last Supper before 














370 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


the executioners immolated Him on Calvary. In this wondrous antici- 
pation of His Passion He gave a rich proof of His love and His power, 
founded on the real sacrifice of the morrow, which cost Him every 
drop of His Blood. In approaching the Holy Table, therefore, during 
Passiontide, we should be absorbed in the remembrance of the Lamb 
that was sacrificed for us. We should keep this great truth upper- 
most in our hearts, that the Divine Food which nourishes us was pre- 
pared on Calvary, and that, although this Lamb is now living and im- 
passible, it was by His Death on the Cross that He became our Food. 
The sentiments that should fill our hearts must be centered in the 
thought of Jesus’ Death, and the acts of faith, humility, contrition, love, 
adoration, thanksgiving, oblation, etc., will be similar to those already 
given in our last month’s issue for the Lenten season. 


During Paschal Time (the Easter season), the heavenly Food of 
Communion produces in a special way the effects of fortifying the life 
of the soul and of giving to the body the germ of immortality. It is 
true, these effects are always produced by Holy Communion, but dur- 
ing this season the contact with the Body of our risen Jesus must make 
us feel, as Easter alone can do, that to the Holy Eucharist we owe the 
future resurrection of our bodies; that it is for us truly a pledge of 
eternal life. Jesus has told us, “If any man eat of this Bread, he 
will not die... He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood has 
everlasting life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:50,55). 
We should therefore approach Holy Communion during Easter time 
with an ardent desire for our resurrection, knowing that we then re- 
ceive into our bodies an element which is to preserve them even when 
turned into dust, and confers on them a right to the qualities of glorified 
bodies. 

Jesus gives us, in Holy Communion, the pledge of immortality, 
which pertains to our bodily life; what then must He do for our souls? 
How greatly must He not strengthen and increase within them that 
“new life,’ that Resurrection-life, which is the fruit of Easter. We 
must, then, frequently receive Him in this Sacrament of Life in order 
that His Divine life within us may grow more and more. The follow- 
ing reflections are designed to help us express our sentiments during 
this glorious Resurrection season. 


Before Holy Communion 


ACT OF FAITH. The loving condescension of our Savior attracted 
us when He showed Himself as a weak Babe in the crib. With the 
angels and shepherds we then adored Him in His swathing bands. 
When hanging on the Cross in untold torments, outraged and blas- 
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phemed, we confessed His Godhead with the good thief and begged 
Him to remember us in His Kingdom. But now that He has triumphed 
over death and risen glorious from the tomb, now that the whole earth 
resounds with His praise, and the tidings of the Resurrection fill all 
nations with a gladness as fresh as though His triumph were but of this 
day, the magnificence of His works compels us to proclaim His Divinity, 
and to cry out with the Apostle Thomas: “My Lord and my God!” 
O Divine Jesus, though my eyes do not see Thee, though my hands 
cannot touch Thy Sacred Wounds, I firmly believe Thee to be my 
Lord and my God. Thou didst say, “Blessed are they that have not 
seen and have believed.” Of these happy believers, O Jesus, 1 would 
be one. I confess that Thou hast truly risen, the Son of God and the 
Son of Man. I believe that Thou art indeed the Living Bread come 
down from heaven to give life to the world, and that I am about to 
receive Thee into myself. Increase my faith, O my Lord and my 
God! Help me to render Thee the worship Thou dost deserve from me. 


ACT OF HUMILITY. As the Divine Conqueror of death, Jesus rises 
from the tomb in all the splendor and majesty of His glorified Life. 
Before His Passion, on Thabor, He once granted to Peter, James and 
John a mere glimpse of that glory, and they fell down as though dead. 
Now when the brightness of His Resurrection dazzles even the angels. 
He wills to do far more for us than merely show Himself to our eyes. 
He deigns to come down to our nothingness, to unite Himself to us, 
all unworthy and sinful as we are. 


O Jesus, who art the Author of light and Thyself the Infinite Light, 
shine amidst the darkness of my soul. Reflecting upon my nothingness, 
Thy condescension in coming to me fills me with delighted wonder, but 
when I think of my sins, this union overpowers me. Thy Evangelist 
tells us, “The Light shone in the darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hended it not.” The darkness of pride ever thinks of itself, and sees 
not Thee, O Jesus, the True Light. Let it not be so with me, O merciful 
God! I humble myself before Thee. I acknowledge my great misery. 
But deign, O Divine Light, to pour out on me the riches of Thy mercy 
and let me not be confounded in my expectations. 


ACT OF CONTRITION. The Savior of the world, the Conqueror of 
death, comes to our soul to give us an ever deeper assurance that He 
has forgiven our ungrateful and sinful past. He treats us as He did 
the disciples on the day of the Resurrection. They had basely aban- 
doned Him in His Passion, but Jesus entered into their midst, showing 
only affection and love for them. He bade them “Fear not!” Not a 
word of reproach fell from His lips. He wishes us to understand His 
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loving mercy, and to realize that He has nothing but love and forgive- 
ness for us. 

O Jesus, can I indeed hope for Thy forgiveness? My sins are 
so much more grievous than those of Thy disciples who abandoned 
Thee. They understood so little of Thy mysteries; they had not as 
yet received the Holy Spirit; but I have often sinned in the full knowl- 
edge of what I was doing. Yet most earnestly do I now beg forgiveness. 
I will imitate them in my sorrow. O Jesus, I heartily detest my sins, 
by which I have so cruelly wounded Thy Sacred Heart. I acknowledge 
that sin is the death of the soul and the enemy of that life Thou re- 
newest in us by Thy Resurrection. I beseech Thee, let me live hence- 
forth in Thy grace and never again offend Thee. 


ACT OF LOVE. The Resurrection is a magnificent victory, the grand 
triumph of Jesus’ love. It was out of love for us that He assumed our 
flesh and suffered the cruel Passion. He has now risen from the tomb 
and taken possession of immortality. It is a triumph well merited by 
His humiliations and sufferings, but it is all for our sake! 


O eternal and infinitely happy God, what need hadst Thou of the 
Crib or the Cross? Why wouldst Thou die and then return to life? 
Why didst Thou descend into the grave, and then leave it by a glorious 
Resurrection? It was Thy love for me, who had merited death by my 
sins! In Thy incomprehensible love, Thou didst will to share our 
death, in order that we might share Thy Resurrection! What return 
can | make Thee, my dearest Jesus, if not a return of love? O Jesus, 
I wish to love Thee with tenderness, with wisdom, with strength. I 
wish to love Thee with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind, 
with my whole being, now and forever! 


After Holy Communion 


ACT OF ADORATION. The Risen Jesus in all His infinite majesty now 
abides within us! The earth trembled when He rose from the tomb, and 
our whole being cannot but thrill with delight at this sacred moment. 


O Jesus, Thou art here within my heart! Thou, the great God, 
whose will alone created the light and whose almighty power reunited 
Thy Soul and Body for a glorious Resurrection! I most profoundly 
adore Thine omnipotence, which is now united to my poor nature. My 
soul is overpowered by the wondrous honor conferred on me. O infinite 
God, the Creator and Preserver of all things, | adore Thee as my King, 
my Lord, my Master! My happiness and glory consists in my depend- 
ence on Thee. The whole desire of my heart is to sérve Thee, to ful- 
fil Thy adorable will. 
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ACT OF THANKSGIVING. We must acknowledge our utter inability 
to thank our beloved Savior for His visit to us. He has come to give us 
a share in His own life. He knows we are weak and that the mere 
remembrance of His Resurrection would not suffice to give us perse- 
verance in His love. So He has graciously come to us, silently and 
humbly. and yet with all His omnipotence and glory. 

O my Jesus! would that I were able to acknowledge as it deserves 
this infinite grace of Thy visit. Most gratefully do I welcome Thee, 
and bless Thee with all the powers of my soul for Thy tender love 
which has broken the chains of my captivity, made me a partaker in 
Thy triumph, fortified me against my enemies, and bestowed on me Thy 
immortal life through Holy Communion. I will say with the Royal 
Prophet. “Bless the Lord, O my soul! And let all that is within me 
bless His holy Name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget 
all He has done for thee!” 


ACT OF LOVE. Laden as we are with so many Divine favors, could we 
refuse Jesus the one thing He craves—-our love? The sound of the 
Master's voice melted the soul of Magdalen within her. The dis- 
ciples of Emmaus, who had but a conversation with Jesus, said to each 
other, “Was not our heart burning within us as He spoke on the way?” 
What then should we say when He is resting in our heart? 


O Jesus, Thou hast come to me to receive my love. Alas, that it 
is such a feeble spark within me! O Jesus, enkindle it, increase its 
fervor! Make its ever-increasing ardor correspond to Thine! It is 
for this end —to give me ardent love — that Thou dost come to me 
in Holy Communion, the Sacrament of Love. The whole economy of 
grace, the whole scheme of Redemption, is a proof of Thy infinite love 
for us, but the Blessed Sacrament is pre-eminently so! By the Holy 
Eucharist Thou dost constrain us to love Thee! Thou dost, as it were, 
force our hearts! Thou dost place Thy Heart in my heart that | may 
love Thee in an infinite manner. O Jesus, let there be henceforth no 
limit to my love, no moment in which I do not proclaim it to Thee! 


ACT OF OBLATION. We belong to God by reason of our Creation, 
and doubly so because of our Redemption. Holy Communion makes 
us still more His own possession. By It He makes us partake of His 
very life and share in the glory of His triumphant Resurrection. Like 
Him, we triumph over the world, the flesh, and the devil. Henceforth 
we must be dead to sin and alive unto God! Let us then renew our 
act of oblation: 


O Jesus, | am Thine in life and death! Take me, and never per- 
mit me to leave Thee. Do with me what Thou wilt! I am Thy re- 
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deemed one, who shares in Thy glory. My present, my future, my 
eternity, all are in Thy hands. Therefore, | renounce myself that I 
may be guided by Thee. I renounce the world and its maxims, for they 
are enemies to the new life | am resolved to lead. But that I may be 
faithful, | need Thy all-powerful and never-failing aid. This aid, my 
Jesus, is Thy Holy Spirit! Our Easter joy will not be perfect till Thou 
dost send Him to us. Send Him, then, I beseech Thee, to me! Vouch- 
safe to renew within me His Divine Presence that He may preserve 
and give efficacy to the graces Thou hast given me in this Communion. 


O Mary, by the joy that filled thy maternal heart at the Resur- 
rection of thy Jesus, I beg thee to obtain for me that I may never lose 
the graces bestowed on me by this Communion, but may ever be faith- 
ful to Jesus here on earth and possess Him eternally in heaven! Amen. 


(Adapted from Abbot Gueranger’s ‘‘Liturgical Year,’’ Vols. 6 & 7.) 





Sermon at Profession of Perpetual Vows 
By Rev. Francis Broderick, O.S. B. 


On February 10th, the feast of St. Scholastica, patroness of Benedictine 
Sisters, ten of our Novices pronounced their first vows; and on the 21st of the 
month, six Postulants were clothed with the religious habit and white veil of 
novices, and two Sisters pronounced their perpetual vows. The sermon on 
the latter occasion so well expressed the spirit and the purpose of our particular 
vocation that we wish to share it with our readers, who we feel will deeply 
appreciate its message. 


E have just witnessed the public declaration on the part of 
these young women to God and before men, that they will 
dedicate their lives to Him by living according to the evan- 
gelical counsels. People of the world today, if they were to 
witness this ceremony and could grasp its meaning, would 

say, ‘‘What utter foolishness to think that these young girls would 
put themselves in a cloister, deprive themselves of wealth, of honors, 
of a family, of affection, and get nothing out of life!’’ That is the way 
the world would estimate the sacred ceremony we have just witnessed. 
But these young women, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, have 
set upon this type of life. They have seen the value of it, have weighed 
it well, and by the grace of God they will persevere in it until the end 
of their lives. Oh, yes, they knew what the world would say, they 
thought about it themselves time and time again. Even parents, per- 
haps, or friends or relatives have brought up the same objections, 
telling them that it is too much to ask of a human being, that they 
should do such a thing as this. But they have weighed it well, and 
by the grace of God they have decided that this is the best part. And 
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God has left them free to refuse or accept it. They enter upon the new 
life by embracing the vows — poverty, chastity and obedience. Every- 
thing that the world holds sacred and most grand they have renounced. 

Oh, mind you this, they do not deny that these things are good; 
they are the goods that Almighty God has made lawful for all mankind; 
but they realize that giving up these things can be a very pleasing 
offering to God and can be the means of a more perfect love of God. 
They know that poverty will tear from their heart greed, the desire 
for great riches, and so they turn over all that desire and give it to God. 
They have in their hearts and in their bodies the desire to be mothers, 
to have families, and they take that desire and offer it also to God; 
not that they will be without children, for what they give up in the 
flesh they will have in the spirit. And not five or six children will be 
theirs, but the whole world, all those for whom they pray will be their 
sons and daughters for whose salvation they will work. 

But the grandest gift of all, the gift of their free will, that most 
powerful drive in all of us to pursue our own ends, to do our own will 
— that free will they have generously and nobly taken and given to 
God as their greatest gift. That is what they will live by: the vows 
of poverty, holy chastity and obedience. But they will live in a very 
special and particular way. They will live according to the Bene- 
dictine Rule; that is, they will be surrounded by the care of a Mother 
who takes the place of both a mother and father. She will teach them, 
lead them, draw them to Christ. She holds the place of Christ in the 
monastery, and when they see her and obey her they will see not a 
woman, not a Mother Superior, but the very God, the very Christ Him- 
self; because their holy Founder (St. Benedict) said that the head of 
the Monastery is believed to hold the place of Christ, and the eyes of 
faith will understand this. 

They will, moreover, live the liturgical life. They will praise God 
in the morning and in the small hours of the night and with loving 
sacrifice they will rise to give adoration to God. They will be carrying 
out most beautifully the liturgical life, participating in the Mass daily, 
uniting themselves with God in Holy Communion, adoring Him in the 
Blessed Sacrament. They are Benedictines indeed, because they are 
doing what St. Benedict first prescribed and demanded, they are seeking 
God. That is the whole point: they are seeking God and nothing but 
God. That is why they made this marvelous offering today. God is 
their Treasure, God is in their hearts, and all other things must go by 
the way or else must be embraced and brought into Christ, for it is 
for Christ alone that they now live. 

But you know, friends, they are living the Benedictine life in a 
way that even St. Benedict did not anticipate in his day. He wanted 
the liturgical life. He wanted his monks and nuns to be completely 
dedicated to God, but he never dreamed that there would arise among 
his followers some who would keep constant vigil before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, love It, cherish It, treasure It, honor 
It, dedicate their complete being to It for the love of God and the good 
of souls. In his most farseeing dreams, in his fondest hopes, he had 
never pictured that. God has simply added to his great crown in 
heaven this added glory —a group of women, living the life of Bene- 
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dictines, having for their secondary as well as their primary purpose 
the liturgical life, carrying it out every hour of their life without 
ceasing. 

But they do not live just for themselves. They are indeed re- 
ligious and they seek perfection; they want to draw as close to Christ 
as they can. But they are religious also for others as well as for 
themselves. They did not come to the convent just to seek themselves. 
They could have stayed out perhaps and taught or been nurses, or 
taken care of orphan homes, or old people’s homes. They could have 
done all that and some indeed would then say they were truly serving 
the people. But don’t you realize, friends, that they serve us now more 
than they ever could serve us in our bodies? They serve our souls 
directly; without ceasing, they pray to Almighty God for us, day and 
night. And for what? That our souls may be saved, that we may 
draw close to Christ. They offer themselves, as you witnessed this 
morning, as victims of Divine Love, and for that Almighty God blesses 
them. And when they offer themselves for others, they are simply 
carrying out the Catholic doctrine taught so well by St. Thomas and 
by St. Augustine that all the gifts that God has given us, whether they 
be physical, mental or spiritual, are given also for the sake of others, 
never just for ourselves. And with the gifts that the good God has 
given them this day, they will pray for us and help us. 

In particular, please God, they will pray for those who are near 
and dear to them. You know, you parents, brothers and sisters, you 
almost have here an insurance policy on your salvation. You have 
these young girls, your daughters and your sisters, who will never, 
never cease to implore God to rain down upon you tremendous helps, 
great actual graces, and an increase of sanctifying grace to make your 
souls holy and pleasing to God. They will have no other earthly love 
except the love of you, their parents and reiatives. No man can ever 
claim them. Only God Himself, for: whom they and you and [I were 
created, only He alone can claim them more than you. You will never 
be without help. Constantly will your memory be kept before the 
Divine throne of God by these people who in this convent have dedi- 
cated their lives to God for our sake. 

In a particular way, I know, they will pray for the welfare of the 
Church, for the Pope, for the Bishops and Abbots, and please God, and 
I know this, they will pray for priests. It is the priest who gives them 
their Eucharist; it is by the hands and the power and the voice of the 
priest that Almighty God descends among us, and these young women 
will pray constantly that the priests may be good priests, that they 
may be zealous, that they may be chaste and holy, and completely 
dedicated to the service of Almighty God; that they may do well the 
work God has placed them here to do. Ah, we priests must be their 
first charge; we must be constantly in their prayers, because God, by 
His holy will, has made our service necessary for the salvation of souls 
and they must pray for us constantly and sacrifice perpetually that 
we maybe worthy instruments to carry out this. Divine mission. 

That. will be their principal work, but they: will pray. also that God 
will raise up in His Church more vocations, women like themselves 
and priests to carry on His work; not-selfishly, not just that vocations 
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may come here to Clyde and to their branchhouses, but that vocations 
may be abundant throughout the world; that the great need of teachers 
may be supplied, that there may be more missionaries, that young 
boys may cherish and accept the holy priesthood and the burdens of 
the religious life. For all that, they will pray because they seek not 
their own salvation alone, but the salvation of all mankind without 
exception. 

And please God, they will always hold dear their customs and their 
traditions which have made them to be what you see them to be; that 
they may continue to have in their convents the reverence, the docility, 
the sweetness, the calmness and the complete obedience that has al- 
ways characterized them; that they may ever be submissive to their 
Superiors because they see in their Superiors, Christ; that they may 
continue to raise up in the Church help for souls by the type of life 
that they live. God has blessed them in a special way by having given 
them a far-seeing founder, strong Superiors who have instilled in their 
hearts and shown to their minds the reasonableness of this great sacri- 
fice, the nobility of courtesy, the splendor of charity, the benefit of 
self-denial. They know that this life will train them and make them 
to be what God intends that they should be here in this convent. For 
all these things, my dear friends, we give thanks to Almighty God 
today. 

The Church prays to our holy Father St. Benedict that we may 
learn to love what he loved and to do the things that he did. And 
though most of us cannot carry this out in every day practice by 
actually doing the things he did, we can receive the spirit which ani- 
mated him and carry that into our homes and into our daily lives, that 
we may be not only truly Benedictines but that we may be truly 
Christians. ; 

Having witnessed this ceremony this morning, join in the prayer 
offered for these young girls and ask Almighty God to give you, and 
all those near and dear to you, the same spirit that animates them, 
that you may take this spirit out from this Chapel and carry it into 
your homes, and into the world. There by the Divine help may you 
seek constantly that God may be glorified in all things. May God 
bless you. 


NOTE: Young girls who feel an attraction for the life of a Benedictine Sister 
of Perpetual Adoration and think God may be favoring them with 

such a vocation, are invited to send for a free descriptive booklet and for any 

other information they may desire. Please address such inquiries to:— 
Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Li the adage, ‘‘Out of sight, out of mind,’’ prove true in the case 
of the European war-sufferers who still look to your charity for 
help in their need, may we offer a little reminder that discarded cloth- 
ing and alms to purchase food, medicine, etc., can relieve their distress 
and increase your own claims to Heaven’s gifts? Offerings to be em- 
ployed for this purpose may be sent to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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The Good Shepherd of Molokai 


Seats oe el 


MONG the battalions of God’s heroes is one very close to our 
times, one in whom an ever-growing interest is manifested be- 
cause of his advancing cause to sainthood. He is Joseph de 
Veuster, better known as Father Damien, the ‘“‘Apostle of the 
Lepers of Molokai.’’ Joseph was the sixth child to gladden the 

home of Francis and Catherine de Veuster, nestled in the picturesque 

Flemish village of Tremeloo not far from Louvain. His birth occurred 

January 3, 1840. As a lad, Joseph had a deep love for the healthy 

country life and was especially fond of skating. His affection for 

sheep earned him the nickname, ‘‘The Little Shepherd.’’ There was 
nothing especially remarkable about his childhood, although he was 
inclined to quiet, prayer and solitude rather than to the boisterous 
games of most children. Hence he was sometimes referred to as 

“silent Joseph.’’ It was not unusual to find him doing some kindness 

towards others. Once he was seen sharing his sweets with a beggar 
he had chanced to meet, and another time he even stayed up nights 

to care for a neighbor’s sick cow. 

An elder brother, Pamphile, was studying for the priesthood, but 
his parents wished Joseph to pursue a merchant’s career, and with 
this end in view, sent him, at the age of seventeen, to a commercial 
school at Braine-le-Comte. During the following year he attended a 
mission given by some Redemptorist Fathers, and in the course of it 
felt a call to the religious life. After serious consideration of the 
question, he decided to enter the Congregation of which his brother 
was already a member, that of the ‘‘Fathers of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary,” though his parents were at first opposed to his pur- 
pose. His intention was to become a priest, but due to his ignorance 
of Latin, he entered as a lay-brother. Under the tutelage of his 
brother, Pamphile, he soon gained some knowledge of Greek and Latin, 
and his progress was so noteworthy that his superiors encouraged him 
to study for the priesthood. For this purpose they sent him to the 
University of Louvain. 

Brother Damien was still in Minor Orders when Father Pamphile 
was assigned as a missionary to the Sandwich Islands in the Pacific. 
Just before time for embarkment, Father Pamphile fell sick and could 
not make the journey. Damien at once wrote to his Superior General 
and requested to be allowed to take his brother’s place. His petition 
was granted, and after a hurried farewell to his loved ones, he de- 
parted two days later for the scene of his future evangelical labors. 

Damien’s ordination to the holy priesthood took place three 
months after his arrival in the Islands, at the Cathedral of Honolulu. 
Following ordination, he was appointed to take care of a portion of 
the island of Hawaii. While carrying on his priestly ministrations 
here, he perfected his English, which thereafter he spoke as fluently 
as his mother tongue. On one occasion he wrote: “I certainly love 
my savages — they will soon be more civilized than Europeans. They 
all know how to read and write, and are quite well dressed — on 
Sundays.” 
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Hawaii at this time was infested with a dreadful scourge of 
leprosy, and the government, to prevent its spread, established an 
isolated colony on the northern coast of Molokai, which was cut off 
from the rest of the world by a steep precipice some two thousand 
feet high. All those bearing signs of infection were transported to 
this ‘‘graveyard of the living’’ to await inevitable death. To locate 
them, the lepers were hunted down without mercy and torn from 
their homes and families. The 
thought of the misery of these 
unfortunates touched Father 
Damien’s sensitive heart deeply, 
he at once volunteered to go to 
the colony and give them the as- 
sistance of his priestly ministra- 
tions. 

Father Damien arrived at Mo- 
lokai in 1873, with all his be- 
longings in one valise. His only 
roof for six weeks was a puhala 
tree. He found deplorable con- 
ditions in the colony. The lepers 
lived in wretched huts, herded to- 
gether like animals. They were 
left to shift for themselves, and 
lacked food and medicine. Not 
even soap or bandaging materials 
were available, and the water 
supply was miles away. The ma- 
jority were prostrate with leprosy, 
perhaps more loathsome than at 
any other time or place in history. 
Even the less afflicted had grown 
wanton in despair. There was no law, and poverty, vice, and disease 
walked hand in hand. Practically alone, Father Damien had to stand 
against the tides of dirt, disease and death— moral and physical. 
Devoted and faithful, he was the handy medical man at all times, for 
there was no resident doctor. As a ministering angel and comforter 
of the sick and dying inmates, he was engaged from morning to night 
in their care. For one and all, he was nurse, doctor and priest, and 
on the side, builder and architect. Almost entirely with his own 
hands, he built four churches and remodeled two others in his island 
parish, even to pews and altars. He also built a hospital and orphan- 
age, and was always helping the lepers to build houses for themselves, 
or make bathtubs, doors and window frames. 


Father Damien put in a water system, and by himself made over 
a thousand coffins and dug graves as well. He was constantly be- 
sieging the ‘‘government’”’ for improvements and, because of his per- 
tinacity and constant protests, was accused of having a cantankerous 
character and of being somewhat imperious. True, his temper was 
easily aroused in the face of injustices and irregularities, and his 
requests to government officials sometimes took on a vehement tone 





Father Damien at the age of 33. 
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when the officials showed themselves inclined to defer improvements. 
He encountered opposition with stubbornness, but his anger was in a 
good cause, and may be regarded as one of his virtues. In addition 
to all his labors, the untiring priest wrote letters far and wide begging 
for funds to buy medicines and supply other necessaries. 


The heroism of Father Damien’s sacrifices and labors can 
never be adequately measured. In the prime of life, vigorous and 
robust, with a promising ministry before him, he entered upon the 
work of caring for the lepers with no regard for self, a work which 
he knew, sooner or later, would bring a slow and horrible death; 
yet he was willing to stake all for immortal souls! Letters to his 
brother give some inkling of what he suffered during the first few 
months of his stay in Molokai. In them he described the nauseating 
atmosphere of the chapel when the lepers assembled for Divine ser- 
vices, the stench of which was so unbearable that at first he could 
searcely finish his Mass. Nevertheless, Father Damien’s natural re- 
pugnance had to yield to his iron will, and for eleven years he labored 
among his flock without contracting the dread disease. In the course 
of time, when the greater part of the colony had been brought to the 
Catholic Faith, two priests, two lay workers and several nuns came 
to assist him in his labors. 

The year of 1884 marked the 
third and supreme call of God to 
sacrifice. Father Damien became 
a leper! The first sign of his in- 
fection was the falling of his hair 
from his head and eyebrows. An 
accident verified his condition: he 
placed his feet in scalding water 
and felt no pain. To anyone un- 
schooled in the ways of God, the 
knowledge of his fate would have 
been an overwhelming blow, but 
Father Damien calmly accepted 
the inevitable and resigned him- 
self to the will of God, seeing in 
his affliction a shortcut to heaven. 
Moreover, did it not bring him in- 
to more intimate communion with 
his flock? The news of his condi- 
tion soon got abroad, and news- 
papers and magazines carried ex- 
tensive panegyrics of this heroic 
missionary. Money and gifts be- 
gan to pour in from all sides, and 
organizations were founded to aid the hitherto forgotten lepers. With 
the financial assistance he thus received, Father Damien could give 
his flock some of the comforts of life. He himself, however, imitated 
the poverty of his Divine Master in the highest degree, sleeping upon 
an old mattress without sheets, taking but two meals a day, and sub- 
sisting-on the coarsest of fare. Such unoccupied minutes as he might 





Father Damien at the age of 49. 
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have were spent in prayer and recollection, but in spite of the fact 
that his disease was gradually sapping his vitality, the noble apostle 
continued to labor incessantly. His laughter was as joyous as ever, 
and his love for the lepers intensified. 

Father Damien was accustomed to spend an hour each day in 
pious meditation and spiritual reading. He also found time daily to 
pray his Rosary and spend a certain time in adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. He found special consolation in the recitation of his 
Breviary, and daily celebrated Holy Mass with pious fervor. Period- 
ically, as long as he could, he journeyed to Honolulu to go to con- 
fession. It happened once that his religious Provincial came to visit 
him when the isolation laws were being strictly enforced. Father 
Damien, accompanied by some lepers, went out to the ship in a small 
boat to meet him. The captain of the ship, however, would not permit 
the Provincial to go ashore, nor permit Father Damien to board the 
ship to make his confession, although the latter had not had an oppor- 
tunity for several months. After pleading in vain, Father Damien 
replied, ‘‘Very well, then, I shall make my confession right here,”’ 
and kneeling in the stern of the launch, while the Provincial stood at 
the rail of the steamer, he made his confession and received absolution 
in the presence of the lepers and the whole crew, much to the edifica- 
tion and reverent amazement of all. 


Father Damien had an intense love for his Congregation and 
was ardently devoted to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Among 
the last things he said were these beautiful words: ‘‘How sweet it is 
to die a child of the Sacred Hearts!’’ All his life he was and remained 
“a child of the Sacred Hearts,’’— an humble adorer of the Holy Eu- 
charist, a zealous apostle of the King of Love, a generous embodiment 
of the life of his Crucified Lord and of the Mother of Compassion, 
whose heart had been pierced with a sevenfold sword. As a novice 
and seminarian, Father Damien manifested an intense zeal for noc- 
turnal adoration, and sometimes obtained permission from his su- 
periors to spend as many as three hours in a stretch before the Blessed 
Sacrament. He instilled in his lepers some of his own love for the 
Holy Eucharist, and drew them to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary to 
seek consolation and strength in their sufferings. He made it a point 
to have the feast of Corpus Christi celebrated with all possible splen- 
dor. In 1879 he organized Perpetual Adoration in two of the churches 
he had built. His own courage was the fruit of his love and devotion 
to Jesus in the Holy Eucharist and to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

The final call came for Father Damien in April, 1889. On April 2, 
he made a general confession, received Holy Viaticum and Extreme 
Unction, and renewed his religious vows. Towards the end, his mind 
wandered, and his speech became inarticulate; but perfect tranquility 
shone in his eyes as he waited for the ultimate call that would release 
him from the trammels of the flesh. It came on April 15 when he 
died without a struggle, passing away as if in slumber. Outside his 
dwelling, the lepers were wailing in plaintive tones. 

Father Damien was laid to rest beneath the stars at the base of 
the tree where he had slept during the first few weeks of his stay in 
Molokai. A huge cross marked his grave. In Louvain a statue was 
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erected to his honor; throughout the world biographies of his life 
extolled his heroic deeds and gave expression to the world’s gratitude 
and respect. His name lives immortally on the lips and in the hearts 
of men as a martyr in the cause of human suffering. 

The Belgian Government, desirous of possessing the remains of 
so noble a one of its heroes, made arrangements a little over a 
decade ago for the transfer of the body of Father Damien to his native 
country. On February 3, 1936, it was placed aboard the United States 
Army transport, ‘“‘The Republic,’ and taken to the Panama Canal. 
From there it was carried by the Belgian training ship ‘‘Mercator.”’ 
Enroute, a stop-off was made in San Francisco, California, where the 
martyr’s body reposed in state in the Cathedral for three days, being 
escorted there by a procession of clergy headed by the Archbishop. 
Hundreds of thousands of people came to view the casket. Upon its 
arrival in Belgium, King Leopold III led an assemblage of thousands 
of Belgians and people from other countries to welcome the cortege. 
Every honor was shown the remains as they were being escorted to 
St. Joseph’s Shrine, a church of the Fathers of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary in Louvain, where it was placed in a vault, which has 
now become the center of pilgrimages. 

The process of Father Damien’s beatification has been initiated 
and the preliminary steps of the Cause are proceeding in Rome. 
Various favors have been reported received through his intercession, 
among them the cure of a boy afflicted with infantile paraylsis. The 
Director of his Cause in the United States is one of the members of his 
own Congregation, Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., who is well known 
throughout the United States as the National Director of the Enthrone- 
ment and Night Adoration in the Home. Catholics are requested to 
pray for the success of the Cause, and are urged to send details of 
any favors received through Father Damien’s intercession to the Di- 
rector. His address is: — Rev. Francis Larkin, SS.CC., 4930 South 
Dakota Avenue, N.E., Washington 17, D.C. Novena prayers and relics 
will be sent on request. A booklet written by the Most Rev. Amleto 
G. Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States, may be ob- 
tained also from the above address for 25¢. 


Little Lovers’ League 





oLy THurRsDAY, dear Little Lovers, must be a very special 
day for all of us who are devoted to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. For it was on this day, over nineteen centuries 
ago, that our dear Lord instituted the Holy Eucharist 
in order to remain with us until the end of time. 

We may think of the Last Supper on Holy Thurs- 
day night as the first Mass, with Christ Himself as the 
Priest. He gathered His closest friends, the twelve 
Apostles. around Him, and celebrated the Jewish feast of the Pass- 
over with them. Earlier in the day some of the disciples had gone ahead 
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to Jerusalem to prepare a large upper room in a friend’s house for the 
supper. There, when night fell, Jesus and His Apostles took their feast- 
day meal together. After they had finished and had talked for a while, 
Jesus took a piece of bread from the table, held it in His hands, blessed 
it, broke it and said: “Take and eat; this is My Body.” Then He 
took a cup of wine and bending over it, blessed it and said: “All of 
you drink of this; for this is My Blood of the New Covenant, which 
is being shed for many unto the forgiveness of sins.” 

That was the most solemn and wonderful moment our earth had 
yet known, a moment which the whole Catholic world celebrates on 
Holy Thursday. It was then that Jesus offered Himself to God the 
Father as a Victim to free us from sin and open heaven for us. On 
Good Friday He completed His offering and His Mass on the Cross. 

When you receive Our Lord, then, in Holy Communion on Holy 
Thursday and visit the altar where the Blessed Sacrament is kept, try 
to thank Him with all the love your hearts can hold for this tre- 
mendous Gift of Himself in the Sacrament of His Love. 

During His agony in the Garden of Olives, Our Lord begged His 
three chosen Apostles to keep Him company, to “watch one hour with 
Him,” but they fell asleep. Let us, however, stay with Him just as 
long as we can on Holy Thursday, and let us carry Him in our hearts all 
the day long to prove our love for Him, to show Him that we appre- 
ciate His Gift and know that by His Death on the Cross He made us 
His dear brothers and sisters who belong to Him forever. 

On Good Friday, too, let us keep Him company by taking part 
in the services, or at least making a visit to the church, and praying 
the Way of the Cross with loving devotion. And on Easter Sunday 
when all the world seems to rejoice with our risen Jesus, let us be 
joyous also, and receive Him with great love in Holy Communion. 
Our Mother the Church wants us to do this; she wants to see us happy 
with her in the joy of the Resurrection; that is why she decorates her 
altars with flowers and candles, and sings songs of praise and Alleluias. 
But most of all, she wants us to decorate our souls with flowers of grace 
and virtue so that Our Lord will delight to rest in them. May each 
and all of you, dear Little Lovers, have a most happy and blessed 
Easter, and may our Risen Savior fill your hearts with His love and 
peace. 

PRACTICE: Offer two acts of self-denial each day to thank 
Jesus for redeeming the world and giving us the Blessed Sacrament, 


and try to pray the Stations every day in Holy Week for the same 
intention. 


ASPIRATION: I thank you, dear Jesus, for dying on the Cross 
to save us. 
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The Happy Daffodil 


fig little daffodil in the flower shop win- 
dow was feeling very sad. Tomorrow 
was Holy Thursday and all day people had 
been coming in and out of the shop, choosing 
flowers for Our Lord’s special altar. Each 
time someone had passed by the little daffodil, 
it had stretched up as high as it could and lifted its pale gold cup out 
of the green stem, but nobody had noticed. They wanted tall stately 
lilies, silvery white against their glossy leaves, or roses glowing red 
as the drops of Precious Blood, but not a tiny daffodil. 

Now it was growing late and not many people were coming in 
any more. Sadly, the little daffodil drooped. It wanted so very much 
to be with Our Lord tomorrow. Of course, it was not tall enough, 
nor pretty enough to be close to Him, resting near the tabernacle, as 
some of the lilies would do; yet, just to be on the altar would be 
enough, even somewhere way back behind a fern or hidden by a golden 
candlestick. ..But it seemed nobody wanted a small, pale daffodil! 


Just then the door of the flower shop opened quietly and foot- 
steps came toward the corner where the daffodil was. This time the 
shy little flower did not even lift its head. What was the use? Wearily 
it listened for the usual questions: ‘‘How much are the lilies? Will 
they last until Easter? Will the color of the roses match the other 
flowers?’”’ But that was not what the little daffodil heard at all! In- 
stead it felt the touch of a gentle hand and heard a child’s voice 
exclaim: ‘‘Look, Sister, this is just what we want! We can put it in 
the tiny gold vase right in front of the tabernacle. It is so small and 
pretty!’’ ‘‘Why, yes, Agnes,’ answered a soft voice, “I think it will 
be the very thing. The taller flowers can go along the sides, but this 
dear little one is just right for the center.’’ Unbelievingly, the little 
daffodil lifted its head. It was true! There was a Sister from the 
orphanage down the street with one of the children beside her. Care- 
fully they lifted the small flower from its vase and took it to the clerk 
to be wrapped. 

All the way back to the orphanage, carried lovingly in Agnes’ 
hands, the little daffodil fairly trembled for joy. To be on the altar, 
and right before the tabernacle, surely it was a dream! But no, it 
was not a dream. On Holy Thursday the little daffodil found itself 
in the small orphanage chapel, nestled close to the very tabernacle 
doors behind which was hidden the dear Savior in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. And as it watched the boys and girls keeping Him company 
throughout the day, coming and going to spend the hours with Him, 
the little daffodil felt that it was almost like one of them, that it, too, 
was doing its part, to be worthy of those words Jesus had once spoken: 
“Let the little ones come to Me and do not hinder them, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
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© ,avorite Booklets to Read 
ey «= Again and Again 





Prayer, the Great Means of Grace -—— Without grace we cannot 
truly live, and prayer is our great means of obtaining grace. Let this in- 
spiring booklet show you the necessity and wonderful fruits of prayer. 10¢ 


The Goodness of Our Savior — ‘Come to Me all you who labor 
and are burdened and I will give you rest.’’ This booklet will console and 
help you to appreciate the meaning of this loving promise of our Savior. 10¢ 


Pathways to Peace — This popular booklet treats of the way to 
achieve real and profound peace, traveling heavenward on the paths of faith, 
hope and charity. 10¢ 


United in Christ — A helpful explanation of the dignity and 
beauty of Christian marriage, its duties and responsibilities. It contains 
the marriage service and Nuptial Mass. 10¢ 


Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? -— A companion booklet to 
the one above, containing inspiring advice on how to make your home a 
center of true Christian happiness and joy. 10¢ 
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Go to the Saints 
in Any Reed! 





Go to Joseph St. Gertrude the Great 
St. Jude and St. Rita, Great Good St. Anne 
Helpers in Need St. Therese of the Child Jesus 


St. Anthony, the Wonder-worker St. Philomena, Pray for Us 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God St. Nicholas de Flue 


Each booklet, 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





LLEKEKEKEKLK LAELE LEEK LELELE 





and these booklets will help you to realize 
the glorious meaning of the Resurrection 
in your own lives. 


The Treasures of the Mass — A booklet hundreds have treasured 
because of its simple, complete and moving explanation of the prayers, 
ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass and the wondrous benefits to be 
derived from devoutly assisting at this most significant act of the day. 
128 pages. 35¢ 

God Himself, Our Sacrifice - Holy Mass is a Divine prayer, of- 
fered by God to God; it never fails to reach the throne of the Holy Trinity. 
This favorite booklet treats of the dignity and supreme value of the 
Sacrifice and recounts many marvelous instances of our Savior’s appear- 
anees during its offering. 10¢ 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All — A booklet to make you appre- 
ciate the blessed gift of the Real Presence of Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament, where He dwells continually as our Lover, our Friend, our 
Peace and our Strength. 10¢ 


God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament -— God in the Blessed 
Sacrament is a threefold Gift of Love, the most precious Treasure we possess 
on earth, the centre of our religion and the heart of the Church. This 
valuable little booklet will teach you how to make a return of love to God 
for such a Gift of gifts. 10¢ 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus —— A series of simple and in- 
timate talks with our Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, short conversa- 
tions with the God of Love which will draw you close to His Heart. 10¢ 


My Daily Visit — A daily visit to Christ in the tabernacle means 
a daily resting upon the Heart of Jesus in an expression of faith and love. 
The prayers and reflections given in this booklet for such daily visits will 
help you to draw an abundance of grace from His loving Heart. 10¢ 

Communicate Frequently and Devoutly -—— Blessed Pius X, the 
‘‘Pope of the Eucharist,’’ set forth the true doctrine of the Church regarding 
frequent and daily Communion in his decree on this subject. This booklet 
treats of this question in a simple, clear and convincing manner. Read it 
to learn the real value of Holy Communion. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


LRERERLRERER ERS ZRER ER LRERER, 











